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anJ. was hardly scarred over. I do not know what would
have happened had this Circe had the presence of mind to
fling herself in my arms, and ask for mercy for her mother
and her aunts. I heard afterwards from Goudar that the
wonten had resisted, and that their bullies had come to their
assistance, and even drawn their swords, but the bailiff and
his men disarmed them. He added that he meant to go and
see them in prison, and that if I would consent to compro-
mise, he would gladly act as mediator. My answer was that
they must pay me my six thousand francs, and that they
might think themselves lucky that I did not claim interest
and damages.
For a fortnight I heard nothing of this matter, except
that Miss Charpillon paid their expenses in prison, where
Ihey had two rooms, and that she declared she would never
ask me to set them at liberty, though she knew she had but
to do so> and I should consent.
All this time I had not seen Edgar, when one morning he
ippeared in my room, smiling.
'Where have you been all this time?' I asked.
'Love has kept me in his most impenetrable prison. I have
brought you some money from Madame Anspergher. Give
me a receipt for it, for I have promised this Very morning
to restore her and her sisters to poor Miss Charpillon, who
has cried for fifteen days without stopping.3
CI can understand her tears, and I admire her cleverness
in chosing you for her protector.3
'She knew nothing, until I told her, except that we were
together at Ranelagh, where you saw her with Lord
Grosvenor.*
'She asked you no doubt to intercede for her?3
£On the contrary, she says you are a monster of ingrati-
tude, for she loved you, and proved her affection for you,
but now she detests you.3
cGod be praised! But I am sorry she has chosen you as
fcer emissary; you will suffer for it.3

